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KEY QUESTION: Where does the River Arrow go? 
Question Vocabulary to use Information which will help me Can I…? 

Where do rivers 
come from and 
where are they 

found? 

channel 

dam 

deposition 

discharge 

erosion 

mouth 

source 

tidal bore 

tributaries 

confluence 

valley 

erosion 

flooding 

transportation 

reservoir 

meander 

oxbow lake 

levee 

estuary 

delta 

gorge 

 
 
 

 

• Name the main events in 
the water cycle.  

• Describe the place in 
which the source of a river 
is found.  

• List some features of a 
river's upper, middle and 
course.  

• Explain how water erodes 
a riverbank.  

•  Describe how waterfalls 
are formed.  

•  Identify meanders and 
oxbow lakes on a map 
and photograph. 

• Explain how meanders 
and oxbow lakes form. 

• Describe how deposition 
changes the shape of a 
river.  

• Explain some ways that 
rivers are used.  

• List some advantages and 
disadvantages for different 
uses of a river. 

• Describe what a dam is 
and its purpose. 

 

What are the key 
features of a river 

system? 

How do rivers 
change shape? 

How do we use 
rivers? 

What is the impact 
of damming 

rivers? 

 

 

Dams are built to hold water back, 

usually in a reservoir. Dams might be 

built to: control the flow of a river to 

prevent flooding and/or generate power. 


